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1 Basic 
 
 

1.1 What it does  

The InkzoneLoop system connects in a closedloop 

mode to various brands of offset presses to regulate 

the ink keys according the measurement data from 

the colorbar from the sheet. The colorbar is scanned 

with an automated color scanning system delivering 

spectral and density values. 

 

  

 

1.2 Connect to InkzoneMove 

With the combination of InkzoneLoop and 

InkzoneMove, various types of automated scanning 

system are connected in a native mode to 

InkzoneLoop. In the native mode, no additional 

software from the scanning system manufacture is 

required.  

 

In InkzoneMove, setup the colorbar data, the target 

density, the target LAB values etc. The software 

generates production or f single sheet reports 

according to ISO 12647. 

 
 
 

1.3 Connect to 3rd Party Software 

Connect InkzoneLoop directly to the software 

products Expresso, PressSign, PressView or X-Rite. 

These products export a scan data value file which 

is then imported by InkzoneLoop.   

In this case the usage of InkzoneMove is obsolete  
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1.4 User Interface 

1.4.1 Ink preset 

The ink preset GUI offers a job list in the center of 

the page. Drag and drop from here a job to the 

virtual press on the right. Change the color 

sequence as requested for the job. Below the virtual 

press, select the calibration curve and continue with 

the SAVE action to transfer the job to the 

InkzoneLoop section 

 

 

 

1.4.2 Ink Key View 

In the InkzoneLoop window, the current ink key data 

from the press is shown. After receiving the data 

from the scan system, the corrected ink key values 

are shown. Transfer the new key settings to the 

press. 
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1.4.3 Density View 

In density view, the scanned density data is shown. 
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2 Installation 

2.1 Installation Guide InkzonePerfect 

For the each specific installation step, please check 

the manual InkzonePerfect Admin which is available 

on the product CD. 

 

The basic steps are: 

 

1) Insert CD and select the product InkzonePerfect 

 

2) Start the installation 

 

3) Copy the LCC file from the License CD into the 

program folder of InkzonePerfect 

 

4) Configure the hardware such as InkzoneCard etc 

 

5) Set the press parameter in the software 
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3 IZLoop Configuration 

3.1 Basic Configuration  

Open the software configuration menu, like shown 

on the right. Select from the output list box the 

output type ñIZ Loopò (1). 
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3.1.1 Path Setup 

The software installs itself with certain default 

directory structure (1). The default setup works fine 

and there is no need to change those paths except 

when the installation requires it. 

 

Input Path 

XML and PNG files with the ink coverage data, 

generated by DI-Plot 

 

Output Path 

Not used for InkzoneLoop 

 

Archive Reprint 

Holds the archive structure and the archived jobs 

 

Archive Linearization 

For the jobs which are prepared for optimizing the 

ink key calibration curves with the linearization 

wizard 

 

Curves 

Holds the calibration curves 

 

Post Preparation 

Holds the jobs which are sent to the press.  

 

 

 

Activate in the list box ñPost Preparationò 

the action ñMoveò.  

When saving now a job (= job gets printed) 

it is automatically removed from the Input 

folder list and moved to the post preparation 

folder. 
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The Input path (1) folder in InkzonePerfect, needs to 

be the same as the ñInkzone Destination Pathò (2) in 

DI-Plot in the ñPress templateò setup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.2 Machine Setup 

3.2.1 Number of Units and Ink Keys 

In the machine settings, set the press configuration. 

Define at position (1) the number of units and the 

number of keys.  
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3.2.2 Standard Color Sequence / Perfector OFF 

Set in the press unit area (2) the standard color 

sequence for jobs, when the perfector is OFF 

 

 

 

3.2.3 Standard Color Sequence / Perfector ON 

Activate the checkbox at position (1) to set the 

perfector position (3). Set the standard color 

sequence (2) for perfecting jobs. 

 

 

The checkbox Reverse Unit will swap the 

ink keys. Key nr 1 swaps to the highest key 

number. Key nr 2 swaps to the second 

highest key number etc. 
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3.3 Menu IZLoop Setup 

Open the submenu (1) from the navigation section 

like shown on the right. Configure here the relevant 

press connection parameters. 
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3.3.1 Path Setup 

The software installs a certain default directory 

structure (1). The default setup works fine and there 

is no need to change those paths except when the 

installation requires it. 

 

Ink keys from console 

When ink key data is sent from the press console to 

to the Inkzone connection modules, such as IZ2000, 

IZLoopMAN or IZLoopConnect etc, the file 

newinkkeys.xml is created here. IZLoop reads the 

file and displays the ink key values. 

 

 

Ink keys to console 

New ink key data, generated by Inkzone after 

pressing the TRANSFER button, is placed into this 

folder. 

 

 

Scan density data 

The software reads the SCAN.XML file, which holds 

the density information, from this folder. 

 

 

Exchange Commands 

InkzoneMove, IZLoop and the Inkzone connection 

modules are communicating through an xml 

command structure. The software reads / writes the 

command from here. 
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3.3.2 Configuration Checkboxes 1 

On a perfecting press, you may activate the 

checkbox (1) to see the print units for the front and 

back side in separated pages.  

 

 

 

 

To use the InkZoneLoop functionality, activate the 

checkbox shown at position (1). 

 

 

 

 

To run the InkZoneLoop with InkZoneMove, activate 

the checkbox (1).  

 

 

InkzoneMove operates as a front end for 

InkZoneLoop.  

After scanning a sheet, the ink key change 

is initiated from InkzoneMove with the 

Transfer button. 
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To run the InkZoneLoop with 3
rd

 party software such 

as Expresso, PressSign, PressView or the X-Rite 

software, activate the checkboxes at (1) and (2).  

 

 

 

 

3.3.3 Configure the Output Type 

InkzoneLoop connects to the press connection 

modules, such as IZ2000, IZLoopMAN or 

IZLoopConnect etc.  

Select from the press connection module / mode 

from the radion buttons (1).  

 

 

When using IZ2000 to connect to the Heidelberg 

press with the CP2000 console, activate the 

checkbox shown at (1).  

Set the IP address for the Comergon adapter which 

connects to the InkzoneCard Heidelberg. 
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3.3.4 Minimum Key Opening 

Activate the checkbox (1) to get a certain ink key 

opening also for those keys with low ink coverage. 

The ink coverage file is delivered by the InkPreset 

system. Select from the list box the key opening.  

 

 

 

 

3.3.5 Console Scale 

Set here (1) the ink key scale from the console here. 

The standard value is 0 to 100. 

 

 

For MAN Roland press connections, set the 

value to 250. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.6 Set the Regulation Constant Limits 

With the selection from the list box (1), the 

predefined regulation constant limits are used from 

the file  
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4 Connect to Scan System through data export 

4.1 Basic 

The software reads the scan.xml file which is 

generated by 3
rd

 party software like PressSign, 

PressView, Expresso 2/3 and the X-Rite SW for 

ITX/ETX etc.  

For connecting to X-Rite IntelliTrax / EasyTrax, X-

Rite ATS/ATD or the Techkon Expresso 2.x 

software, use the InkzoneConvert ñIZCò program. 

InkzoneConvert reads the export data format and 

converts it to the universal scan.xml format. 

 

 

 

4.2 Scan.xml Import Directory  

InkzoneLoop reads the scan data file scan.xml from 

the shown directory (1).  

 

 

 

 

Configure InkzoneConvert, Expresso 3, 

InkzoneMove, PressSign, PressView to 

export the scan measurement data into this 

directory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



4 
Connect to Scan System through data export 
IZC - InkzoneConvert  

 

4-2 IZP Loop ï Installation and configuration manual 

IZ
P

 L
o
o
p
 H

B
5
0
-0

0
1
 E

N
 

4.3 IZC - InkzoneConvert 

InkzoneConvert ñIZCò converts the export scan data 

file from 3
rd

 party software Expresso 2.x or X-Rite 

ATD/ATS/ITX/ETX to a scan.xml file.  

 

 

 

4.3.1 Default Program Directory  

InkzoneConvert is installed in a subdirectory IZC as 

shown (1). 

 

 

4.3.2 Access the Program 

After the InkzoneConvert startup, the program is 

accessible through the blue or red dot in the 

program tray area (1). 

 

Blue dot =  Active. Ready to convert the density 

files to XML/JDF 

Red dot =   Inactive. Conversion is on hold 
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Open the configuration window by clicking with the 

right mouse button on the red or blue circle. The 

program menu pops up (1). 

 

 

4.3.3 Configuration 

From the menu, select the entry Settings. The 

control panel comes up. 

 

1) Start and Stop button to activate the conversion  

2) Source directory: the location where the 3
rd

 party 

software will export the file format, containing the 

spectral/density values. 

3) Destination directory: the location where the 

converted XML/JDF file is written. Standard path 

is ñ..\press1\XMLDensityò 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Scan cycle time 

2) Select the 3
rd

 party software output format. 

Depending on the format, the press perfector 

position needs to be set 

3) Minimize button. The panel minimizes and is 

visible in the program tray as a blue (active) or 

red (stopped) circle 
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4.4 Setup X-Rite IntelliTrax / EasyTrax Software 

Open Local Machine Configuration Tool (1). Select 

the tab Post Scan (2) tab. Activate the button (3) 

and the set the checkbox (4). Set the export 

directories which are equal for the SDF and TVF 

data. 

 

If the press is equipped with a perfector, activate 

also the SVF export. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a more convenient change between the 

Inkzone and the IntelliTrax program, set in 

the configuration file ñATSII.iniò the entry 

ñshowtaskbar=trueò which needs to be 

located in the section [UI]. 

 

 

In a next step, setup InkzoneConvert ñIZCò for 

converting the export data to the scan.xml data 

format. 

 

 

 

4.5 Setup Techkon Expresso 3 SW 

 
The Expresso version 3 is able to export 

directly xml data. There is no need to run 

the InkzoneConvert program. 
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For the configuration of the export, do like: 

 

¶ Select the button (1) from the top row  

¶ Select the export feature button (2) 

¶ Select the format Digital Information (3) 

¶ Select the checkbox auto export (4) 

 

 

 

¶ Select the export directory for the xml file (1) like 

ñ..\InkzonePerfect\press1\xmldensityò  

¶ Set the export file name as scan.xml (2) 

¶ Select the checkbox (3) to bring InkzoneLoop 

automatically into the foreground after a 

successful scan 

¶ Select here (4) InkzonePerfect as the application 

which comes to the foreground 

¶ Select JDF (5) as the export format 

 

 

. 

 

For a more convenient change between the 

Inkzone and the Expresso program, set in 

the configuration file 

ñExpressoProperties.xmlò the entry 

ñApp.Border Active value = Trueò. 
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4.6 Setup X-Rite ATD-ATS SW 

Use the X-Rite version 2.x with Service Pack 4.  

The Service Pack is available on the X-Rite website. 

 

 

 

 

To activate the export feature, go the menu 

instrument and select the entry configure (1). 
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Open the tab Post Scan (1). Set the checkbox (2) to 

create a SDF file. Select the export directory and 

use the setting ñUse project and Job nameò (3). Set 

the checkbox to create a SVF and TVF file (4). The 

export directory needs to be equal the export 

directory from the SDF file. 

 

 

 

 

 

In a next step, setup IZC to read the exported files 

to convert them to the appropriate XML format. 

 

 

 

4.7 Setup Techkon Expresso 2 

Use the version 2.4 or higher to activate the export 

feature. The upgrade from version 2.x to 2.4 is 

available on the Techkon website. 
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To activate the export feature, press at the same 

time on the keyboard ALT + CTRL + SHIFT + E. 

A dialog box confirms the export function (1) as 

enabled. Restart the program. 

 

 

 

 

After the restart, go to the menu Settings and select 

the entry Export ï Settings. 

 

 

Set in dialog window the export directory and the file 

name (1).  

Activate the export with the radio button ON (2).  

Note 

The exported file needs the file extension ROF 

 

Example 

Export.ROF 

 

 

In a next step, setup InkzoneConvert ñIZCò for 

converting the export data to the scan.xml data 

format. 
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4.8 sTransfer 

4.8.1 Basic 

sTransfer is a tiny app which simplifies the operation 

of InkzoneLoop with 3rd party software such as 

PressSign, PressView, Techkon Expresso or X-Rite 

IntelliTrax / EasyTrax.  

sTransfer is a floating window application with a 

simple GUI staying on top over all applications.  

With sTransfer the press operator updates the ink 

key positions on the press, after a colorbar is 

scanned. 

 

 

4.8.2 Configuration 

Activate the Checkbox ñsTransferò from the menu 

ñIZLoopò. 

 

 

sTransfer floating window in InkzoneLoop (1). 
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Sample view with X-Rite software. 

 

 

 

Status GRAY: 

Application is ready and monitoring InkzoneLoop 

status. 

 

 

 

Status ORANGE 

Confirmation: InkzoneLoop received scan data from 

3
rd

 party application. 

Press now ñTransferò to send the key correction to 

the press machine. 

 

 

Status GREEN 

Confirmation: the key data is successfully 

transferred to press machine. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


